2nd July 2010
Dear Parents and Pupils
I am in the process of organising a skiing and snowboarding trip to Huttau, Austria, to take place during the February half-term holiday (Friday 18th February to Saturday 26th February) of 2011.  The trip will be made available to students who are currently in year 7, year 8, year 9 and year 10.  We may also take a small number of sixth form skiers/snowboarders, who have accompanied us on previous trips. 

Huttau is an authentic traditional village at the edge of the Sportwelt Amade ski area, Salzburg being the closest city.  It is a superb resort, excellent for beginners and intermediates, composed mainly of blue and red runs, although there are also a few challenging black runs for more advanced skiers/boarders.  The resort is at a height of 800m with lifts extending to 2188m.  There are snow-making cannons on 80% of the runs.
The students will stay at Gasthof Hutter.  We have stayed here before and have experienced a warm welcome, good facilities and lovely food.
I have a provisional booking with PGL, a company with which the school has previously travelled to Austria for snowsports and to the Ardeche.  They have offered the holiday at a sale price of £774 for skiing and £797 for snowboarding.  
For skiers, taught in groups of 10 -12, the cost includes:
· Return executive coach/ferry/tunnel transport

· Winter sports insurance, including ski breakage insurance.
· Full board accommodation 
· 6 day hire of skis, boots and poles 
· 6 x 5 hour ski tuition

· 6 day lift pass

· Resort representative service

· No surcharge guarantee (provided payments are made on time)
· Piste closure insurance/snow guarantee
· In-house entertainment package

For snowboarders, taught in groups of 8, the cost includes:

· Return coach/ferry/tunnel transport

· Winter sports insurance, including snowboard breakage insurance.

· Full board accommodation 

· 6 day hire of boards and boots 

· 6 x 5 hour ski tuition

· 6 full day lift pass

· Resort representative service

· No surcharge guarantee (provided payments are made on time)

· Piste closure insurance/snow guarantee

· In-house entertainment package
In addition to the charge made by PGL, an additional £45 is required for one meal on the outward and return journey, an après-ski activity (which may include ice skating, tobogganing, swimming, or curling), photocopying, school office administration charge @ 1.5%, possible supply cover for afternoon lessons and a contribution to an emergency fund.  Should there be money in excess of £5 per pupil at the end of the trip, money will be refunded as per school policy.  This brings the total of the trip, including discounts, to £819 for skiers and £842 for snowboarders.   This price is based on 8 snowboarders per group, of similar ability and a minimum of 40 participants overall.    
The cost does not cover pocket money, ski clothing and helmet hire or purchase, or the cost of optional dry slope lessons prior to the trip (approximately £7 per session).

A first deposit of £75.00 is required by Wednesday 14th July 2010.  This will be refunded immediately should your child not secure a place on the trip or the trip is cancelled due to lack of interest.
Further instalments will be required as detailed below:
	
	DATE DUE:
	SKIING
	SNOWBOARDING

	1ST deposit
	14 July 2010
	75
	75

	Interim deposit
	11 September 2010
	90
	90

	Final balance
	26th November 2010
	654
	677

	TOTAL
	
	819
	842


If your child was born in 1992/93/94 there is an additional supplement of £14 for the youth lift pass.
If you wish your son/daughter to have the opportunity to take part in this trip, please return the slip with a deposit of £75 by Wednesday 14th July 2010.  Places may be issued on a first-come, first-served basis.  This is particularly important to note for those students who wish to snowboard, as I have to arrange groups of exactly 8 students of similar ability for snowboarding.  
The preferred option for payment is on-line using your personal Parentpay account.  If you have mislaid your unique activation code, please contact the Finance Office and a replacement will be emailed to you.  Your child should bring the reply slip to the Finance office.

Please see below if paying by cheque.

· Please ensure that details of payments and trip title are entered in your child’s Planner on the Pupil Receipt Card page
· Payments by cheque would be appreciated (not cash), payable to Churston Ferrers Grammar School.  Please write your child’s name and year group on the back of the cheque. Cheques and Planners should be taken to the Finance Office which is open daily between 8.20am – 8.50am.

· Please return the reply slip below with your payment to the Finance office  
Please note that once a place has been secured and the trip is confirmed viable, deposits (initial and interim) of £130 will not be returnable unless a replacement person can be found (medical reasons will be processed through insurance, with an excess to pay).  Please read the “small print” extract from the PGL booking conditions copied below:
Cancellation:

“In the event of cancellation by a paying member more than 8 weeks before departure, the deposit and interim payment may be transferred to a substitute member.  However, if this is not possible, then the initial and interim deposits will be retained by us.  For cancellations made less than 8 weeks prior to departure, the payments may be transferred to a substitute member but we reserve the right to charge an admin. fee of £20, plus any direct costs incurred.  However, if a transfer is not possible, please write to us immediately giving full details.  The cancellation will be subject to the following charges:
56-29 days before departure 60%.

28-15 days before departure 80%

14 days before departure 100%

The date of effective cancellation is calculated on the day of receipt of written advice in our Reservations department.

If any cancellations bring the number of pupils below the minimum number required to qualify for any advertised course price, then the course price will be adjusted accordingly.  

Please note that the cancellation charges may be claimed, less a £40 excess, via the school party insurance, provided that the cancellation occurs within the terms of the policy eg necessary cancellation due to injury of illness of pupil or parent or parental redundancy etc.”   Booking Conditions and Terms of Business www.pgl.co.uk/ski

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at school.  Alternatively, visit PGL’s website at www.pgl.co.uk/ski.
Yours sincerely
Paula Conibear

Trip Organiser
CHURSTON FERRERS GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Ski/Snowboard Austria 2011
Disclaimer:  We have costed this trip fairly to the best of our knowledge.  In the unlikely event there should be funds remaining after all the expenses have been met, the following will be put into action:
1. Refunds less than £5 per person will not be refunded.

2. Refunds more than £5 per person will be re-paid to the students who have paid the full price of the trip.

I wish my son/daughter ……………………………………………….  Form ………

to take part in the trip to Austria in February 2011 as a:

[image: image1]
If the snowboarding activity is not possible, I would/would not like my child to be transferred to skiing (please delete as appropriate).

I have read and agree to the above disclaimer (in italics above) and consent to my child taking part in this visit. 

I confirm that I agree to the booking conditions as detailed in the trip letter.

I have completed the attached S0E3 form, necessary for residential activities.
 *I enclose a cheque for £75 deposit as detailed in the letter (cheques to be made payable to Churston Ferrers Grammar School).  Please write your child’s name and year group on the back of the cheque  

*I have paid £75 deposit by Parentpay

* Please delete where applicable
Signed …………………………………..Parent/Guardian         Date …………….

skier





snowboarder





Level: 


 Beginner





Intermediate (red slope proficient)





Advanced (confident


on most slopes and 


conditions)











