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YEAR 7

PARENT INFORMATION 

HEADMASTER  Mr R Owers    BA (Hons) 

Churston Ferrers Grammar School

Greenway Road

Brixham

TQ5 OLN

Tel : 


 

(01803)  842289

Fax:


 

(01803)  846007

Absence Line: Tel:
(01803)  845781

(Please telephone before 9:30am)
Information regarding the school is to be found in the School Prospectus or at www.churstongrammar.com  however, if you have any queries do not hesitate to contact the school. If you have concerns regarding your daughter/son your first point of contact is your child’s tutor.

HEAD OF YEAR  - Miss A Matthews
Assistant Head of Year Co-ordinator – Mrs L Wakeham

Assistant Head of Year- Mrs J Matthews
Tutors
7B 
Mrs C Jones
7C 
Mr J Rowing
7G 
Dr A Arkstrom
7S
Mr B Nisbett
7T 
Miss N Newman
The final allocation to Tutor Groups will be based on a very wide range of factors, including friendship requests from the students themselves and their primary school teachers and specific requests from you as parents.  The main aim of the process is to create five equally balanced groups for teaching in Year 7 and for their day-to-day pastoral care.  Details of which Tutor Group your daughter/son has been placed in, along with the specific teacher that will become their Form Tutor, will be sent to you through the post in the second week of July.
SCHOOL UNIFORM – Available from Trutex.
Boys Uniform 
· White traditional school shirt

· Navy V-necked sweatshirt with school badge

· Charcoal grey school trousers

· School Tie

· Socks – Grey or white (plain – no coloured bands or motifs)

· Shoes – Black of a safe design, with sole and heel materials which do not mark the floors.  Sports shoes must NOT be worn.

· Hair well groomed and a natural single colour.  It should not cover the face.  No longer than collar length.
Summer Uniform for boys – Summer Term Only
· White (Badged) Polo Shirt
Girls Uniform 
· White shirt with revere collar

· Straight navy skirt with slit in back
· Pleat front/flat front navy classic trousers
· Navy V-necked sweatshirt with school badge
· Hair accessories – only school colours allowed.  Hair well groomed and a natural single colour.
· Tights – fine, natural colour, navy or black
· Socks – plain white – ankle length
· Shoes – black shoes of safe design.  No high-heeled or stiletto heeled shoes should be worn.  Boots and sports shoes must NOT be worn
 Please ensure that all items of clothing are clearly named.

Timings of the School Day

8.45am


Staff to Rooms

8.50am -9.00am

Registration



9.00am -10.20am

Period 1

10.20am -10.30am

Break
10.30am-11.50am

Period 2
11.50am -12.10pm

Break
12.10pm -1.25pm

Period 3
1.25pm -2.20pm

Lunch

2.20pm – 3.40pm

Period 4 & Registration
NB:
Students will be following a two-week timetable.  Each student will have a copy of their timetable in their Student Planner.

Reporting Examination Dates

Parents’ Evenings 


September, November 2010 and April 2011



Domestic Examinations

May 2011 

Full Report issued


July 2011
  

Annual Trips and Events
For your information, below is an example of annual trips and events organised for Year 7 students.  All the costings are approximate.

	Event
	Date

Approx
	Costs 

approx

	School Photographs
	September 3rd  
	£18

	Bowling
	December
	£9

	Humanities Trip to Totnes
	October
	£2

	Zoo Trip
	June 
	£8.50

	Year 7 Residential Trip
	July x 6 days

Paid in instalments from September
	£400


NB:  
Additional trips and events are also organised eg Drama/English theatre trips, 
visiting speakers and theatre groups.  These will also incur charges, although please do not hesitate in contacting Mr Owers in cases of financial hardship.
The Commendation System
Rewards which recognise good work/effort/service are paid in commendations with a small cash value.  Students are encouraged to earn commendations and to regularly bank them in the school shop.  Every 25 commendations earn a total of £2.00 off the value of a purchase from the shop which sells various items of stationery and equipment.  Students are also given Bronze, Silver and Gold certificates in recognition of their achievements.
The PE Department also issues Colours to students who have represented the school at sport.  The associated levels are:

20 appearances 
-
Blue


40 appearances
-
Maroon


60 appearances
-
White

ABSENCE
If your child is unwell please telephone the 24-hour absence line number 01803 845781 before 9.30am on day of absence and each day thereafter.

 HOLIDAY ABSENCE
No holiday absence will be authorised unless there are specific family issues that have been fully outlined to the school in advance. All secondary schools within Torbay have agreed to adopt similar policies.  Please do not unilaterally book holidays because they will not be authorised.  At the school we are all working very hard to ensure maximum success for your children.  We need them in lessons working to the maximum of their ability for the whole school year.  We believe the twelve weeks of the school holidays should be enough for families to take holidays together.

HOME LEARNING
All pupils have a home learning timetable and a student planner. It would be beneficial if you would retain a copy of the home learning timetable and regularly consult and sign the student planner to ensure your daughter/son is recording and completing the work set, which is approximately 30 minutes per subject.

P.T.A.
The Parent Teacher Association works hard to raise funds on behalf of your children; please give your help and support.

P.T.A. Chairperson – Mrs K Wade
ROAD SAFETY OUTSIDE SCHOOL
Parents who bring cars to collect or deposit their children are asked to approach the school by travelling down Manor Vale Road and afterwards to keep going in the same direction without turning.  This greatly enhances the safety and convenience of all road users, particularly pupils leaving school and crossing the road.

EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS
We offer a wide variety of clubs/activities throughout the year at lunchtimes and/or after school.  A sample of these is listed below:

Drama

Science
Football

Choir


Chess

Rugby     
International Club  
Cooking                    and many more!

YEAR 7 CURRICULUM DETAILS
ART

Pupils visit the Art Department once a week for one 80 minute lesson over the two week timetable.
Pupils will work in A4 sketchbooks and each term’s work has a specific thematic focus.  Through these themed projects pupils will develop their understanding of the basic visual elements in art and experiment using a range of materials and processes.

Term 1:
Drawing Skills and Colour
Term 2:
Environment & Sea

Term 3:
Music and Cubism
DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Pupils visit the Design and Technology Department for one 80 minute lesson a week.  

Students will work on a termly rotation system through the Design Technology Department. Each student will work in Food, Graphics, Resistant Materials and Textiles.
· Train manufacture and packaging
· Basic skills in Food and Nutrition

· Sewing machine skills and bag manufacture

DRAMA
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Drama is both a practical and academic subject. It provides the opportunity to enhance and learn new communication skills whilst learning the vocabulary and skills of the theatre. Drama is also unique in its role as a teaching tool and we use this facility to explore social, historical and cultural issues. Drama also provides the students with a powerful outlet for their creativity and helps to build confidence and vital teambuilding skills.

Key Stage Three

Drama at Key stage three focuses on the development of practical skills and vocabulary whilst balancing this with confidence building and team work.

This is often set within a context which could be historical, scientific or issues based. The skills we explore are based around the understanding of the use of voice and body language as a means of communication with performance at their core.
This includes:Storytelling/mime/scriptwork/characterisation/staging/lighting/props/

improvisation/devising.
The classes happen once a fortnight and are designed to enhance personal development whilst enriching and supporting other areas in the curriculum.

There is a written element to the course and regular written and practical assessment tasks are undertaken.

ENGLISH

In accordance with national guidelines, the Key Stage 3 curriculum focuses on speaking and listening reading and writing.  There will be times when these skills are practised separately but generally, a combined approach will be adopted.

As pupils progress through the school, they will also practise and develop skills introduced at Key Stage 2.  Each year 7 class will study the following core topics:

· Informative and discursive writing

· Creative writing – including descriptions, poetry, narratives

· Prose – novels and short stories

· Poetry – modern and poetry from past centuries

· Non-fiction –such as travel brochures, leaflets, autobiography, diary entries

· Basic grammar and awareness of language – parts of speech and punctuation

· Speaking and listening – pair, group and individual activities

· Media – such as newspaper articles and advertisements

· Individual and shared reading

· Shakespeare

FRENCH

French is taught from Year 7.  Lessons are carried out largely in French and modern coursebooks are used which introduce new language in lively, everyday situations and present the material in a clear and attractive format.  A variety of methods and media (including computer based interactive programmes) is used to give students ample practice in the language.  Pupils have the opportunity to develop their language skills through activities e.g. role-play songs, games, story telling with great emphasis on speaking.  We are very fortunate to have strong links with our French partner school in France and y 7 engage in video conferencing sessions on a regular basis.

The topics covered in French in Year 7 are as follows:

Introducing yourself

Family and pets

Classroom introductions

Numbers, time, the alphabet

School

Leisure activities

Describing your house

Going to town

[image: image4.jpg]


GEOGRAPHY

Key Stage 3 Curriculum: National Curriculum

At key stage 3, students work through a “dartboard” style curriculum. This is where the whole of the curriculum is divided in to six key areas (see table) that are re-visited in each year but with a different focus and content.

	Key Area
	Year 7
	Year 8
	Year 9

	Changing Places
	Local 

Area      Paignton
	Coastal Geography
	London 2012

	Dangerous Places
	Rivers & Flooding
	Shanty Towns
	Hazards

	Extreme Places
	Polar & Monsoon climates
	Food Extremes
	Antarctica

	Going Places
	Map Skills 
	Migration
	Tourism in Nepal

	Linked Places
	Making Connections:
 An  Introduction to Geography
	Peru
(Partnership schools)
	Globalisation: 

	Threatened/Contested Places
	Maldives: coral reefs
	The Geography of Crime
	Rainforest Biomes


HISTORY

Year 7 students start History by looking at evidence and trying to solve a murder mystery.  For the next term and a half they will follow a course on Medieval England starting with 1066.  They will learn about peasant life, some very famous murders, the different Kings and Queens and some violent battles.  As part of their studies they will have the chance to design and build their own medieval castle.

 From February half term, students will follow quite a different course, an in depth theme on the relationship between East and West (Islam and Europe). This will include for example Crusades, Richard and Saladin and the Ottoman Sultan Suleiman, the modern relationship between East and West.

During the course of the year students will do a variety of activities including written projects/enquiries; use of the computers, their own research, drama and role-play.  They will begin to learn how to use and evaluate evidence.

If students put a great deal of effort into History they will get much fun out of it.

“The one who forgets History will have to live through it again.”

                                                                          G Santayana
INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY

As minimum entitlement we follow the national strategy in ICT.  We also marry the programme of study with a GCSE qualification.  Thus allowing all our students an opportunity for achieving the OCR national first award as part of an accelerated learning programme.

The OCR national First Award equates to a GCSE at grades A*-E.  There are opportunities for the most able to further accelerate their learning and achieve the national award which equates to two GCSEs at A*-C.
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In Year 7, the students receive one lesson of discrete ICT a week.  During this time the students will mainly concentrate on organising their own use of ICT.  They will also explore and document ICT use as a means of communication by using email, the internet, multimedia applications and the internet. They will start to explore spreadsheet modelling and managing databases.

There is an expected commitment from students to take responsibility for their own work in ICT.  
MATHEMATICS

Students will use software and IT on a regular basis to strengthen their understanding of Mathematics and their investigational skills. 
Students tackle a range of tasks, some of which are open-ended.  This is to encourage the development of problem solving and the use of imagination and intuition, as well as logical thought and the clear presentation of mathematical arguments. The tasks set will encourage students to work both individually and as part of a team. In addition the tasks will develop the students’ ability to take responsibility for their own learning. Throughout the year students will complete regular assessments that help them and their teacher assess and track individual pupil progress. As we take students from a wide range of Primary schools into year 7 there will be some re- capping of year 6 work for some of our students. However extension activities are available to the most able students.

Number and Algebra
The work covered includes calculation involving positive and negative numbers, fractions, decimals and percentages. Pupils are introduced to algebra: Working with algebraic expressions and formulae, solving equations and investigating number patterns.
Shape, Space and Measurement
This includes work on the Metric and Imperial systems of units, angle and shape in 2 and 3 dimensions.
Handling Data
The statistical work involves the analysis and interpretation of data: mean, range, frequency tables and diagrams.  There are also topics on basic probability.
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MUSIC
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All Year 7 students have one 80 minute music lesson every week.  They develop skills in performing, composing, listening and appraising and learn to read and write music practical tasks.  Students will all learn to play the keyboard, develop their vocal skills and use a variety of percussion instruments; students who have instruments at home are encouraged to bring them in to use in class work.  They will have the opportunity to work individually and in groups and will have access to the latest software in order to compose and notate their music.  The current software used is Sibelius 5.

During the first half term all students are expected and encouraged to take part in the Year 7 concert. 

 All classes work towards a massed choir vocal performance and students can also perform small ensemble or solo work.  Other units of work covered are:

Music Theory and Notation – all students will learn the basics of the treble and bass clef.

   Songwriting Composition - students work in groups, learning the structure of songs and writing their own pieces of music.

Keyboard skills – students learn to read the music and develop keyboard skills in preparation for a solo performance.

 Medieval Music - students work in groups to perform music from this period.

   Ragtime Music - students will perform a piece of Ragtime music and compose a piece for piano in this style.

Keen musicians can join a variety of extra-curricular music groups, including the choir, jazz band and orchestra which are open to all students.  Instrumental tuition is offered on a wide variety of instruments and voice.  If you would like more information please see Miss Guess or Mrs Allnutt.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Each class will have an 80 minute lesson for PE each week, where they will be taught the following activities during the Autumn and Spring Term.

1. Foundation Assessment

All students are assessed on basic skills e.g. sprinting, middle distance running and throwing with swimming being a large part of this 

2. Gymnastics

3. Dance

4. Orienteering

5. Racket Skills

Every pupil will also have an 80 minute Games lesson per fortnight. Activities during this time are

Hockey, Netball – girls

Rugby – football – boys

Cross Country

In the Summer Term everyone is taught:

Athletics

Swimming

Rounders – girls

Cricket – boys

‘School Trends’ supply the PE / Games kit. On the Year 7 Parents’ Information Evening there will be a selection of sizes for pupils to try on. PE/Games kit is ordered online. Please see school website for further details

R.E.

During Year 7 pupils will be introduced to the study of religion and its historical and cultural context.  They will be asked to consider the meaning and importance of key beliefs and practices within Christianity, Islam and Sikhism.

All pupils are encouraged to engage with the “ultimate questions” with which religion is concerned and to develop their understanding of a religious view of the world.

SCIENCE

Science in Year 7 is topic based and builds on knowledge and understanding of Science gained at Key Stage 2.

The topics covered in year 7 include:

Discovering the Universe

Energy for life

The Sound of Music

Cells

Reproduction

Food and Diet

Variation, Classification and Ecology

Particles and solutions.

Elements and Compounds

Mixtures

Students will have lessons in well-equipped science laboratories.  The topics are taught in a variety of ways, through discussion, ample practical work, use of ICT and videos.  They will learn about how scientists work and how their work affects our lives.    They will have regular tests and tasks to see if they are working hard and to check that they have understood the work covered. 

During the year there will be opportunities to visit Paignton Zoo, attend science club and take part in competitions.
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2010/2011 Academic Year - School Term and Holiday Dates
September
1st  and 2nd   


Non Pupil Days

September   3rd     
Autumn Term Years 7 and 12 commence 8.50am






Years 8,9,10,11 &13 commence after 1st Break 10.30

September
3rd 



Photographs 
September  21st   


   
Open Day 4.15pm. Students dismissed at 2.30pm.
October  8th 



           Non Pupil Day
October 25th    to October 29th   (inc)
 Half Term  
December  17th 



Last day of Autumn Term. 
Students dismissed at 1.30pm. 
January 4th  




Non Pupil Day
January 5th                                               Start of Spring Term

February 21st to February 25th    (inc)      Half Term
March 18th 




Non Pupil Day
April 8th     

  
                      Last Day of Spring Term
April 26th    




Start of Summer Term

May 2nd 




May Day

May 30th   to June 3rd   (inc)

Half Term
July 22nd                                                   End of Summer Term. 
Students dismissed at 1.30pm.
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