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Churston Ferrers Grammar School


Welcome to Life in the Sixth Form
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1. WELCOME

Dear Student

Thank you for taking the time to read our prospectus and for considering Churston Ferrers Grammar School as the place for your sixth form study.

Education has never been more important than it is today.  The world of tomorrow will belong to the best-educated and most highly skilled members of the work force.  ‘A’ levels are not an easy option but the rewards are potentially very great.  Ultimate success will provide a passport to higher education, the professions or highly prized positions in industry and commerce.  Churston we can offer you those opportunities, and we have a strong tradition of academic success.  The decision to embark on an ‘A’ level course is an important one but once made it is vital that you have confidence that we have the expertise, coupled with your determination and hard work, to enable you to succeed.

In Churston’s Sixth Form ultimate academic success is rigorously pursued.  However, we carefully adhere to the age-old adage of ‘work hard – play hard’!  We hope our students will take part in a wide range of extracurricular and sporting activities and I am assured by those who know, that the social life within the Sixth Form is highly entertaining as well.

Please read this prospectus and ask any questions you may wish of our staff or students.  Those of you who have attended other schools are most welcome to come to visit us at any time.  If you or your parents would like a personal interview just telephone the school to make an appointment.

We have a great deal to offer here at Churston.  If you relish a challenge, have high ambition and desire the best education a sixth form can offer, please consider joining us.  The work will be hard but stimulating, the social life fun and the rewards, potentially life enhancing.

Yours sincerely
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Mr R Owers  Headmaster

2.                            THE 2009 OFSTED REPORT
	Effectiveness of the sixth form:   Grade1 = Exceptionally and consistently high
	


‘High quality teaching, support and extensive curriculum opportunities mean that a high proportion of students in Year 11 choose to join the sixth form at Churston Ferrers.  They are joined each year by students from other schools, who report that they are supported very well and settle in quickly.  Students in the sixth form make outstanding progress and achieve results in a range of academic courses that are well above the national average.
The care, guidance and support students receive are outstanding.  Many students note with appreciation the high quality of academic support and individual guidance from teachers for the subjects they study.  They describe the atmosphere of constant encouragement and belief in their ability to do well.  They also note the very effective support for them through student services, and guidance in the Well Being programme that prepares them for the challenges of adult life, including relationships, health, finance, and housing.  Guidance provided for future careers or education beyond the sixth form is personalised and well informed.  Students play an important part in the school through the school parliament and support younger students through the 'Listeners' programme.

The sixth form is led and managed very well.  Effective analysis of performance and cohesive planning within the senior management team lead to constantly improving provision.’

3. 

A LEVEL EXAMINATION RESULTS 2011
	A*– B grades
	71%

	A – E grades
	100%

	Contextual Value Added


	1020

	Average A level points per student


	392


4.          INFORMATION ON THE SIXTH FORM
GUIDANCE

Over the years Churston Ferrers Grammar School has built up a reputation as a lively and caring community with a tradition for high academic and sporting achievement. We have a strong pastoral system which underpins academic study. The Head of Year, together with an experienced team of tutorial staff, provide guidance and support tailored to the needs of each student.  All students are assigned to a tutor whom they meet daily, there are approximately 20 to 25 students in a tutor group. There is a fortnightly assembly/tutorial session which incorporates our Well Being Programme.  We recognise that the two years of Advanced Level studies are a crucial planning period for the future of our students, so there is also a fortnightly Post-School Studies (PSS) programme provides detailed guidance on study skills, Higher Education courses and the techniques required to make successful applications for those courses, including:
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· Every student has a personal tutor

· A Well Being programme

· Easy access to The Sixth Form Team 

· Your progress is carefully monitored

· Post-School Studies programme provides detailed guidance on applying for Higher Education

· Personal careers guidance

Mr Shephard or Mrs Sadler-Smith will discuss with each UCAS applicant their application and the academic reference.

There is also detailed advice and guidance on this website – see the Advice & Guidance section.  Students can also attend the UCAS Higher Education Fair in Exeter, University Open Days and Career Events such as Medlink.
[image: image2.jpg]


                   [image: image3.jpg]



OXBRIDGE PREPARATION

Students considering Oxbridge meet in a group on a regular basis with Mr Shephard.  The programme includes:
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MEDICAL & VETERINARY PREPARTION

Specialist help is given for these applicants:

· Assistance with arranging appropriate work experience

· Interview practice with a former University Medical Director 

· Specific advice on individual Medical Schools e.g. PBL

· Consideration of current medical and ethical issues

· Attendance at a ‘Surgical Skills Day’

TEACHING & SOCIAL WORK APPLICATIONS

Specialist help is given to these applicants including:


FACILITIES

In September 2012 students will be able to take advantage of a brand new Sixth Form Centre.  This will include a large social area, a centre for independent study equipped with excellent IT facilities and classrooms. Students will also have the benefit of well resourced specialist teaching facilities and the recently opened Learning Resource Centre. Students have access to the facilities in our purpose built art and music block, drama studio, modern languages block, science block, sports hall and fitness suite. 
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CURRICULUM

Our post- 16 provision aims to allow students to follow an individually negotiated programme of study which caters for their educational needs and aspirations. We offer a choice of 23 ‘A’ level subjects and the AQA Baccalaureate.  In addition to subject studies there are compulsory elements which aim to develop additional skills, raise awareness of life beyond Sixth Form, prepare students for choices post 16, and help towards a student’s well being. Your personal tutor will monitor your progress and review your targets, and provide guidance additional guidance on applications to Higher Education and employment.

Provision includes:

· Tutorial time and Assembly period

· Sport in Year 12

· Post School Studies Programme

· Advice on careers and interviews with qualified careers adviser

· Specialist preparation for applications to Oxbridge and the medical and teaching professions  

· AS General Studies

· AS Critical Thinking
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ENRICHMENT

We hope that you will take the opportunity in the Sixth Form to develop new skills and interests. There are many extra-curricular activities/challenges available. These develop valuable additional skills as well as being enjoyable and some carry additional qualifications. Here are some of them:-

Sport: including football, hockey, basketball, badminton, tennis, softball, fitness suite.

Duke of Edinburgh – Go for Gold!

Driving Awareness Course – Get a flying start!

Drama & dance Productions – Be a star!

Musical Events – Make more than a noise!

‘Listeners’ – Are you the right person to help?

Voluntary work in the community – Help out

Holocaust Memorial Visit to Poland!

Comenius visits to Estonia, Finland & Spain

2009 History visit to Russia

2010 History visit to Berlin

Biology & Geography Field Trips

2011 visit to China

School Forum

Work experience – Take a break from studying! 

2010 World Challenge Expedition (Peru) – Go far! 

Global Student Forum Conference – Help others 

Residential trips at home and abroad

Work experience in France

Bi-annual ski trip


SIXTH FORM COMMITTEE & SCHOOL FORUM
The ‘student voice’ is very important, we have an active Sixth Form Committee and School Forum.  Recently the Committee has been the driving force in extending the Sixth Form social area. They not only saw the possibility but also persuaded the Governors, the Head, and the Bursar that it was possible. The Committee raised part of the cost and organized specialist help including the architect and the electrician. They have also recently redecorated the rest of the social area. 

HOUSE SYSTEM 

Students are members of one of the five Houses that are organised vertically through the School, so students are very much part of the whole School. 

LEARNER SUPPORT FUND
The EMA has been replaced by a Learner Support Bursary Fund that will be administered by schools, colleges and training providers.  At Churston there are three levels of award, please see the Sixth Form area in our website for the policy document.
DRESS CODE
Although there is no specific Sixth Form uniform, students are reminded that they have a role as leaders in the school and thus should set a good example to younger pupils in all areas including appearance.  They are also reminded that school is a place of work and should avoid extremes of fashion.  With these points in mind the following statement sums up the dress code for Sixth Form students: 

DRESS SHOULD BE NEAT AND APPROPRIATE FOR SCHOOL

Please see the leaflet: ‘A Guide to the Sixth Form’ for more detail on the dress code.

ASSESSMENT & REPORTING

We make information about students’ progress available to both students and their parents so that we can work together to maximise potential.  Thus close and regular monitoring, internal assessments, individual targets and reports to parents are a feature of the Sixth Form.

EXPECTATIONS

Being in the Sixth Form does bring additional responsibilities for students, both to themselves and to the School.  We expect students:

· to be committed to their studies and use the majority of their non contact time to study 

· to take up one at least one of the extracurricular ‘challenges’

· to abide by the terms of the Sixth Form Learning Agreement
· to act as suitable role models for younger students    
5.    WHAT THE STUDENTS SAY & PHOTO GALLERY

“Friendly atmosphere with a competitive side that motivates and encourages you to work.”  Genny Craig
“Everything is explained and if you don’t understand there is always some help.”

Anastasia S Willis (ex Brixham Community College)
“Teachers are great in sixth form, really friendly and devoted to their subject.” 

Michael Ballard
“I can’t wait to go to University next year but I’m not looking forward to Leavers’ Day because I know I’m going to hate leaving.  When you’ve been around the same place and people for 7 years you feel so close to everyone.  So many memories, but I’m going to have to keep in touch!”   
Abi Smith
“Superb teachers – student support in an adult environment.  A wide range of subjects all superbly taught with a friendly attitude.”  Peter Bailey
[image: image6.jpg]


      [image: image7.jpg]



“There’s a great working atmosphere in CFGS everyone gets on really well and even though the whole system is more relaxed, the teachers still push you to achieve your full potential.  Lots of opportunities to have your voice heard – school council etc.  And they actually listen to us!!!” Leah Atherton
“The opportunities at Churston are great.  I’ve been lucky enough to go to France on numerous occasions on exchanges and work experience, where I’ve made new friends.

Chris Wight
“Churston provides a motivating environment which helps you to achieve your potential.  I never thought I would make such close friends in such a short period of time.”   Alice Lockerbie (ex Dartmouth Community College)
“Changing schools from Brixham to Churston seemed quite daunting at first but everybody was really welcoming and friendly.  I have made some really good friends.”

Elizabeth Bruce (ex Brixham Community College)
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“I joined from another school and was very nervous about starting in the sixth form, but everybody was very accommodating and the teachers are fantastic.  The workload isn’t as excessive as you would think and the lessons are made clear and easy to understand.  
It is good to be in a challenging yet understanding atmosphere.”Sam James (ex Park High School, Stanmore, London)
[image: image9.jpg]



“There is a high level expected, however with help and support from teachers and a friendly community atmosphere sixth form is a very enjoyable experience balancing both study and social time, keeping everyone happy.”  Adam James
“I have found that if I have had any problems they have been sorted out as soon as possible.”  Anna White (ex Dartmouth Community College)
“Although I joined mid term, I feel very comfortable in the 6th form and find the teachers approachable, they are always willing to help.”

Kate Lenthall (ex Torquay Girls Grammar School)

“Be prepared for an awful lot of work!  You’re given a lot more independence, e.g. being able to sign out and go home after your lessons and go off site for games.”

Harriet Spittle
“Churston provides you with the tools and facilities to enable you to achieve your potential.  A Levels are by no stretch of the imagination easy, but it helps to have constant support and reassurance, from people who really do care.”  Lucie Rose
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“Churston 6th Form offers lots of help and support and made the transition between Year 11 & 12 better and easier.  I have found the careers advice in particular really useful.    Charlotte Wilks
“The sixth form is a great place to meet new people.  It has a good atmosphere where you can have fun, enjoy your work and achieve your potential.”   Hannah Lines
“For the first week, I was scared I was not going to be able to fit in, however I found it was easier than I thought, I found starting this school easy and enjoyable.”

Stephanie Blackler (ex Brixham Community College)
“A Levels are harder than I thought they’d be but all of the resources and support needed are available. I found it easy to settle in and everyone seems ready to help.”

Emily Glover (ex Brixham Community College)
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“After joining the 6th Form at Churston I have found that the teachers work exceptionally hard to help you to achieve the grades you want in a kind way.”

Emma Richardson (ex Brixham Community College)

“We’ll miss the people and the friendly atmosphere - we have lots of good memories of Churston but are looking forward to University.”  Claire Brown/Vicki Cornish
“I enjoy my teacher training course at Marjohns but I miss Churston and have many happy memories of all the years here.  Thanks to everyone who made my time here fun.”  Nicky Postlethwaite

“Going back to America has made me realise that I was really lucky to get an education at Churston from teachers who are truly caring and charismatic in a way you don’t see in the States.”  Michael Appell
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                                                  The end
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Degree Course Choice


Evaluating Universities


Application Process


Personal Statements


Self Evaluation








Gap Year


Student Finance


Year in Industry Scheme


Interview Techniques


Connexions interviews





Conference at Exeter College, Exeter


Visit to Oxford or Cambridge Open Days


Advice from former students at Oxbridge


The tutorial/supervision system


Extending subject knowledge and skills








The collegiate system


 Interview practice


Admission Tests


Opportunities such as UNIQ summer schools and ‘Subject Days’





Interview practice – group & individual


Advice on current issues


Assistance with arranging appropriate work experience
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