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ADMISSION CRITERIA – SIXTH FORM

Application to the Sixth Form
Students are accepted in Year 12 onto AS courses. Progression to A2 courses in Year 13 depends on the compliance with the Sixth Form Learning Agreement and with meeting the progression requirements (see below).
There are minimum and maximum group sizes in all subjects, these differ between subjects.  We aim to keep group sizes to a maximum of twenty, except for technical subjects where facilities may require a smaller maximum.  Please note subjects with very small numbers may not be viable and a decision not to run a subject may need to be taken.

All students in Year 12 are expected to study four subjects at AS level.   We aim to accommodate as many subject combinations as possible.  To achieve this we ask students to enter on the application/subject preference form their first four choices of subject.  We then compile the option blocks to facilitate the greatest choice of combinations.  With any clashes we cannot resolve we will ask students to select another subject.

All students transferring from Year 11 at CFGS to Year 12 and all external applicants to Year 12 must meet the academic entry requirements. Students are admitted to the School, subject choices cannot be guaranteed. 
Students are accepted in Year 12 onto AS courses. Progression to A2 courses in Year 13 depends on the compliance with the Sixth Form contract and with meeting the progression requirements.

ACADEMIC ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

1. Students require at least 6 GCSEs at Grade A* - B
2. Students also need at least a GCSE grade C in Mathematics, English Language (or CD in joint English) and CC Science.  

3. In addition individual subjects have specific GCSE grade requirements – see below
4. Other qualifications will be dealt with on an individual basis.  
5. In Year 12 students must study four AS level subjects

Application/transfer

Internal students need to submit a completed transfer form containing preferred subject choice and external applicants need to submit a completed application form by 6 February.  Transferees and applicants submitting forms after this date may be disadvantaged in the allocation to a subject group.

It is essential that students confirm on GCSE results day or the following day that they intend to take up their place in the Sixth Form.  All students need to attend the registration day at the beginning of term to register and confirm their course, failure to do so may mean a student fails to get his/her subject choice if a subject is oversubscribed. 
Over subscription policy for external applicants

The Admissions Number for external applicants for Year 12 is 40.  External applicants will be admitted according to the following criteria:

In the event of
Places for external applicants will be allocated in the following order of priority:

1. Children in care

2. The highest average score for the applicant’s best eight GCSEs  (A* = 58, A = 52, B = 46, C = 40, D = 34, E = 28)

NOTE: Foreign qualifications will be dealt with on an individual basis but need, if possible, to be equivalent to the above qualifications.  Applicants will need to demonstrate that their knowledge of the English language is sufficient for them to cope with the course.

The criteria for progression from AS level to A2 are:

For each subject: 

1. A total mark equivalent to a grade D at AS.

2. A minimum attendance of 90% in all subjects in Year 12.

3. A minimum of 90% of assignments completed and handed in on time in Year 12.

Additional criteria apply for Further Mathematics and Physical Education:

Further Mathematics:

Students must gain at least a grade B at A level Maths (taken by the end of year 12) in order to progress to Further Mathematics.

Physical Education: 

· Committed performer at two sports

· Minimum of one hour per week coaching curricular or extra curricular activities in school

Subject academic entry requirements
	Subject
	Minimum GCSE Grade Requirement

	Art
	B grade at GCSE Art 



	Biology
	AA in Core and Additional Science or a B grade in Biology as a separate science
English – B

Mathematics – A

	Business Studies
	English – C
Mathematics - C

	Chemistry
	AB or BA in  Core and Additional Science or a B grade in Chemistry as a separate science

English – B

Mathematics – A

	Design & Technology
	D & T – C in any area

	Drama
	Drama – B  



	English Language
	English Language -  B

English Literature -  B

	English Literature
	English Language – B

English Literature – B

	Economics
	English – C
Mathematics - C

	Further Mathematics
	Acceptance depends on performance at AS level Maths

	Fashion & Textile Design
	B grade from either Art, Art Textiles or Design Technology

	French
	French – B

	Geography
	Geography/Humanities – B

	History
	History – B

English – B

	ICT
	ICT – C grade or equivalent (any ICT based qualification)
There is no requirement to have studied ICT at Key Stage 4

	Mathematics
	Mathematics – A

	Philosophy & Ethics
	English – B



	PE
	Participation in two sports

Science – BB

	Physics
	BB  Core and Additional Science or B in Physics as a separate science

Mathematics – A

	Psychology
	English Language – B

	Sociology
	School entry requirement

English Language – B –useful

	Spanish
	Spanish - B
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AS/A2 ART & DESIGN

Head of Department – Mrs M James
	Entry Requirements

B grade at GCSE Art


	Examination Board

OCR (H161)

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
Throughout the course, students will develop a working knowledge of materials, processes and techniques within art.  Fundamental to the course are the major disciplines of drawing and painting. Students will have the opportunity to work in some of the following areas: multi media experimentation, stage set design, photography, computer aided design and textiles.



	Course Content & Assessment

The AS course comprises two units:

· Coursework Portfolio:  60% of the final grade. Working from a given theme, exploring a range of media and techniques, developing ideas, looking at the work of others and producing a final piece.

· Controlled Assignment:  40% of the total AS marks.  Working from the question paper, you will have four weeks to carry out initial research and preparation.  A five hour unaided test to develop ideas through to realisation.

The ‘A’ level qualification is made up of the two AS units above plus a further two studied at a higher level.

· Personal investigation: 30% of the total A Level marks. A major project developed from an individual theme that includes a related personal study that must be between 1000 and 3000 words.

· Controlled Assignment: 20% of the total A Level marks.  Working from the question paper you will have eight weeks to carry out initial research and preparation.  A fifteen hour unaided test to realise ideas into a final outcome.

All coursework units are marked individually and externally moderated.




CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

An extremely broad range of career opportunities exist for students studying Art & Design.  A specialist foundation course in Art & Design can be followed before going onto a degree at University.  Courses vary from Fine Art to Architecture, from Ceramics to Textiles.
AS/A2 BIOLOGY 

Head of Department – Mrs J Dockray

	Entry Requirements

AA in Core and Additional Science or a

B grade in Biology as a separate science

B grade in English

A grade in Mathematics
	Examination Board

AQA



	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements

Since you started school, the human genome has been sequenced and we now know how the millions of bases that make up human DNA are arranged. A 2007 report from the World Cancer Research Fund concludes that if we want to avoid cancer, we should stay slim, exercise daily and eat a plant based diet. More and more evidence has accumulated to support the view that our planet’s climate is changing in dramatic ways that will affect us all.

Biologists are concerned with issues like these. If you have read this and felt interested or even inspired, then perhaps the Biology A-level course will suit you.


To succeed in AS and A-level Biology, you will need to have:

· Scientific ability - Students often say that they find AS Biology very different from GCSE. It is a scientific course and contains compulsory elements of Chemistry and Maths. Consequently, we recommend that you consider AS Biology only if you are likely to get AA or above in GCSE Science, or B grades or above in Biology and Chemistry as separate sciences.

· A willingness to work hard - Biology contains a wealth of fascinating detail that you will need to assimilate before you can attempt the analytical questions that come up on exam papers. If you do not learn these details regularly, as you go along, you will not succeed. A-level Biology students are given regular assignments to do each week to help them to meet this challenge.

· A real liking for science - A-level Biology involves students in a very wide range of activities. These include microscope work, long laboratory based practicals, fieldwork, calculations, statistical analyses, essay writing and the study of biochemistry as well as those activities encountered more regularly at GCSE. Would you enjoy getting involved in these activities?

· Ability in Mathematics and English – Because A-level Biology involves both essay writing and many calculations, we recommend a minimum of B grade in English and A grade in Mathematics. 



	Course Content & Assessment

All A level Biology syllabuses changed in 2008. The new specifications build on concepts and skills developed in the GCSE Science courses studied by current year 11 students. 

Our students follow the AQA A-level Biology course (1411) which is divided into 6 units:

· Units 1, 2 & 3 are assessed in year 12 and lead to the AS award. 

· Units 4, 5 & 6 lead to the award of a full A-level at the end of year 13.

Unit 1 – Biology and disease (100 marks)

This unit introduces students to the physiology of mammalian digestive, blood and gas exchange systems, and the basic principles that underlie healthy function. Diseases such as cholera and tuberculosis are explained, along with the biology behind antibiotics and other drugs which help to control disease.  Practical laboratory skills are introduced.

Unit 2 – The variety of living organisms (140 marks)

Students have an opportunity to learn about DNA and its central role in controlling the similarities and differences between organisms. A study of basic biochemistry and cell structure allows students to acquire a deeper understanding of various metabolic processes. The unit finishes with a look at classification and biodiversity. 

Unit 3 – Investigative & practical skills in AS Biology (60 marks)

Unit 4 – Populations and Environment (100 marks)

In this unit you will study genetics, evolution, ecology & basic biochemical processes within cells. Residential fieldtrips take place in July (Year 12) or October (Year 13). The cost of these trips is likely to be between £200 and £375, depending on the trip chosen. The application of statistical analysis to quantitative fieldwork data will be considered.

Unit 5 – Control in cells and in organisms (140 marks)

This unit covers some of the most interesting topics in Biology, including the nervous system, muscles, homeostasis, gene expression & protein synthesis, the menstrual cycle and modern gene technologies.  

Unit 6 - Investigative & practical skills in A2 Biology (60 marks)

How is it assessed?

Units 1, 2, 4 and 5 are assessed by examination. Units 3 and 6 are assessed in 3 stages which are, in order, practical work, data processing and a written test (the “EMPA”), all externally assessed. 




CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

An A-level in Biology will allow you access to a tremendous range of opportunities in higher education and beyond.

· University: Many of our students go on to university to study Biology related subjects like medicine, veterinary science, pharmacy, neuroscience, biochemistry, psychology, sports science, biotechnology or biomedical science. Biology students regularly gain places at Cambridge or Oxford.

· Careers: Opportunities exist in many areas including the food industry, plant and animal breeding, the health and medical professions, sport, pharmaceuticals, agriculture, nature conservancy, medical engineering, research, education and politics. 

Biology is a stimulating, relevant and absorbing subject. During their A level course many students develop an enthusiasm for Biology which stays with them for the rest of their lives, whether or not they pursue a Biological career.
AS/A2 BUSINESS STUDIES 
Head of Department – Mr A Malcolm
	Entry Requirements

English – Grade C

Mathematics – Grade C
	Examination Board

Edexcel (8BS01)

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
Business Studies is essentially a problem solving course, centering on how businesses operate in the real world.  The subject can be applied to any organisation and it will also offer an insight into the opportunities and challenges that lie ahead in any career.

The A-level specifications for Business Studies are more stimulating and practical for the real world.  There is now a much greater emphasis on how to start up a new business and the international dimension has become appropriately more significant.  



	Course Content & Assessment

AS Business Studies / Year 12

Unit 1: Developing New Business Ideas   (25%)

This unit covers the characteristics students would need to develop to be successful in business.  It also examines how ideas on products and services are generated.

Unit 2:  Managing the Business 
(25%)

Here the internal workings of a business will be analysed.  It covers the four key areas of Marketing, Finance, Operations and People.  Students will get the opportunity to study issues such as promotional campaigns, motivational theory and book-keeping.

A2 Business Studies / Year 13

Unit 3: International Business
(25%)

This unit will introduce the students to the world of international business and the issues that a company trading internationally will have to consider.  It will cover topics such as the significance of the emerging markets of China and India.

Unit 4: Making Business Decisions (25%)

Students will learn to assess the causes and effects of change on a business and examine how the company could manage risk effectively.  They will be able to think strategically taking both internal and external factors into account.

Enrichment Opportunities:

Currently Business Studies student have numerous opportunities to enrich their learning through activities such as Industrial Visits, Young Enterprise, Student Investor and numerous other in-house and public competitions.  




CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Taking this course allows an individual to apply the skills across a huge range of vocations.  In every area of work you will be required to work for yourself, as a small group or in a large team.  Careers which are more obvious include such things as business management, consultancy, marketing, accountancy, banking, insurance, media, information technology, teaching, the law, hotel and catering, tourism and retail management.  

AS/A2 CHEMISTRY 
Head of Department – Dr S Brown
	Entry Requirements

Core & Additional Science – Grade AB or BA

Chemistry as a separate Science - Grade B

English – Grade B

Mathematics – Grade A
	Examination Board

OCR B(Salters) H035

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
This course offers an interesting and varied 2 years of study for those who would enjoy extending their knowledge of Chemistry beyond GCSE.  

(  Chemistry is a very attractive subject to employers and Universities.

(  It is essential for any medical career.

( A level Chemists are literate and numerate, so are welcome on any degree courses

(  It is a popular subject at Churston.

 Students enjoy the subject and do well!

I look forward to meeting all those who are keen to make the most of this opportunity in September. I am happy to discuss the specification and its requirements in more detail with anyone who may be interested in joining our group.



	Course Content & Assessment

A theme-based approach which covers the whole range of modern Chemistry:

Physical Chemistry:  The study of why, how far and how fast chemical reactions happen.

Organic Chemistry:  The Chemistry of carbon compounds and their role in living organisms.

Inorganic Chemistry: The Chemistry of all the elements.

Spectroscopy:  The use of modern technology to work out the structure of compounds.

The emphasis will be on practical applications and the value of Chemistry to Society.
Assessment

AS level: Two theory papers and coursework.          

A2 level: Two theory papers and an investigation.                                  




CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
( A good university subject and an excellent career.

(  A very good A level to have for many related and unrelated career areas from Medicine to Merchant Banking
AS/A2 DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
Head of Department – Mrs M James
	Entry Requirements

D & T – C (in any area)


	Examination Board

OCR (H035)

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
Following a Design and Technology course at this level provides the opportunity for students to add a dimension to their education that will assist them in becoming informed decision makers in a technological age. The course has been constructed as a development of the National Curriculum GCSE Design and Technology.

The A level is highly regarded by all universities as an indicator of capability in a society that is ever changing, often as a result of design innovation.

Experience of GCSE Design and Technology syllabus is preferable but not essential.  Any of the D & T GCSE courses would serve as a suitable foundation and a grade C or above would represent evidence of potential for further development at A level.



	Course Content & Assessment

SYLLABUS

The syllabus is designed to enable students to:

· Analyse design situations and requirements

· Design, make, test, evaluate and where appropriate, modify, quality solutions/prototypes to satisfy design needs and examine the implications of industrial production from realised prototypes

· Demonstrate a sound knowledge of manufacturing technologies and the implications for product/system design and production

· Acquire interest in and enthusiasm for, the processes of meeting design and making challenges by producing quality design solutions

SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT

The AS forms 50% of the assessment weighting of the full A level.  Advanced Subsidiary is assessed at a standard between GCSE and ‘A’ level and can be taken as a stand alone course or as part of the full ‘A’ level course. The new A Level has been reduced to two units at AS and two units at A2.

Unit

Level

Name

Weighting

AS          A2

F521

AS

Advanced Innovation Challenge

40%

20%

F522

AS

Product Study (Coursework)

60%

30%

F523

A2

Design Make & Evaluate (Coursework)

30%

F524

A2

Product Design 2 (Examination)

20%

COURSE CONTENT (For AS qualification)

Unit 521

A theme will be set in advance to enable candidates to research and put together a collection of useful, relevant resources and use these to respond to a chosen design challenge.  Over three timed sessions candidates will develop, model and present ideas to a working group.  Session 3 is an examination paper that requires candidates to reflect on the product that they have designed.

Unit F522

Candidates are required to select a single existing product where they can analyse its strengths and weaknesses with the aim of improving the product in some way.  This is not a complete redesign of a product but the opportunity to develop or improve the product in some way.  Because the outcome will be a model candidates can select a product that they are interested in but which they might not be able to manufacture to a working prototype under normal workshop conditions.

(For A2 qualification)
Unit F523 Candidates are allowed to select a project of their own choosing to develop a working prototype that can be tested and evaluated.  This can be in any material or combination of materials.  The inclusion of a market presentation is a feature that candidates should relate to in light of recent television programmes to enable them to consider commercial potential in a realistic way.

Unit F524

Examination. 

Component 1.  One question to be answered from a range of focus areas/material areas.

Component 2.  Candidates respond to a given design situation.  This paper is aimed at identifying those candidates who can use their experiences and knowledge in designing and making.




CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
An extremely broad range of career opportunities exists for students specialising in Design and Technology.  These vary from any of the engineering disciplines through product design into fashion design and advertising.

 AS/A2 DRAMA 
Head of Department – Mr J Hamilton-Scott
	Entry Requirements

Drama – Grade B
	Examination Board

Edexcel (8DR01)

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements

WHAT QUALITIES DO I NEED TO SUCCEED ON THE A LEVEL COURSE?

· Passion:


A genuine interest in theatre and performance.

· Creativity:

Original, dynamic work is the key to high levels of 

                                

 success on this course.

· Commitment:

Students will be required to attend frequent after school 

rehearsals and give 100% effort in their work.

· Team Player:

Much of the course requires students to work in a group 

and develop their interactive skills.

· Enthusiasm:
           The confidence to ‘have a go’ in all areas of the course.

A GCSE grade B in Drama is a required entry for the course.  However, in exceptional circumstances related experience will be considered.



	Course Content & Assessment

AS
55% Practical:          A number of practical assignments exploring two texts.

                                            An externally examined performance of a scripted play.

                                            Students can be assessed in performance or design.

45% Written:

A series of written exploration notes (coursework)





Written Exam (2 hrs.)

A2
50% Practical:
A devised performance.





An externally examined scripted performance. 

Students can be assessed in directing, performing or design.


50% Written:

A series of Structured Records on the devising process.





Written Exam (2½ hrs.)

Extra Curricular Requirement: Approximately two hours a week will be required for after 

school rehearsals.




CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Inter-personal, teamwork and presentation skills, together with imagination and creativity, are crucial to every career, Drama will certainly help you develop these skills

AS/A2 ECONOMICS 
Head of Department – Mr A Malcolm
	Entry Requirements

English – Grade C

Mathematics – Grade C
	Examination Board

Edexcel (8EC01)

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
“Economics is solving the problem of the world’s infinite wants with the finite resources available”.  In Western economies like the UK this problem is solved through the laws of Supply and Demand.  Private firms competing for profits will provide what consumers want and shortages are rationed through prices.  A-level Economics will look into how resources are allocated applying theoretical models to real world situations. 



	Course Content & Assessment

The key feature of the development in A-level Economics is the increasing amount of application to the real world.  There is still a solid grounding in theory but it is complemented by contemporary issues.

AS Economics / Year 12

UNIT 1:  Competitive Markets

This examines how the price mechanism allocates resources in markets.  It will also look at where the market system fails and the Government intervenes.  It will explain why petrol is heavily taxed and why education is provided by the state.
UNIT 2:  Managing the Economy

Here we will look at the economy of the UK as a whole.  The students will understand what the Government is trying to achieve in terms of economic growth, inflation etc.  They will then learn how interest rates, taxation and other tools are used to control the economy.
A2 Economics / Year 13

UNIT 3:  Business Economics and Economic Efficiency

This unit will focus on the behaviour of firms.  It will explain what influences the nature of competition between firms and look at the impact of the growth of the major corporations.
UNIT 4:  The Global Economy

The impact of Globalisation will be covered taking in issues such as Third World development, Europe and the emerging economies of India and China.  More economic theories and models will be explored and applied to the global context.

Enrichment Opportunities

Currently students have numerous opportunities to enrich their learning through activities such as the Bank of England Challenge, Student Investor, Local and National Conferences and other in-house and public competitions.


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Economics opens up many doors, some specific and some more general.  Specific vocations include economic consulting and analysis for private firms or governments, the legal profession, banking, finance and teaching.  More generic vocations such as corporate management, tax advice, market research, human resources and journalism all recognise and value studies in Economics.

AS/A2 ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Head of Department – Mr P Coals
	Entry Requirements

English Language – Grade B

English Literature – Grade B 
	Examination Board

WJEC (2151)

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
The study of language at A level builds on some of the skills acquired at GCSE and combines theory and practice.

The course may well appeal to those students for whom the detailed study of literary texts is unrewarding.  The emphasis is on non fiction texts both written and spoken. Two opportunities for students’ own creative writing exist via coursework.

It must be stressed that this course should not be seen as an easier option than English Literature.  It is a skills based subject and these skills will need to be practised on a regular basis through analysing texts.  There is also an expectation that students will eventually be able to use grammatical terms confidently in context.

	Course Content & Assessment

During the AS course students are given the opportunity to explore and analyse written texts.  They will also demonstrate their ability to be focused with language.  Time is spent on investigating how people communicate, including the analysis of ‘real life’ conversations as well as scripted drama texts.

There is one 2.5 hr examination (120 marks) called the Language of Texts at AS Level.  Students are expected to analyse several non fiction texts, identifying bias, attitudes and ‘voice’ as appropriate.  There is an expectation that links and connections will be made between texts.  In the AS coursework (80 marks) students are expected to produce some creative fiction writing and an analytical commentary.  They will also study the spoken language of the media choosing an extract from film, television or the radio to investigate.

At A2 many of the skills practised in Year 12 are reinforced.  Students study spoken language and language change and undertake a two part coursework investigation which includes spoken and written language.  There is one 2.5 hour examination at A2 called Analysing and Evaluating Language Modes and Contexts (120 marks).  Students are required to analyse at least two spoken transcriptions and respond to texts from different periods where language has changed over time.

In their A2 coursework (80 marks) students write an informative and analytical text such as an obituary or a piece of travel writing.  They also pursue an independent language investigation on an appropriate topic of their choice.

Students will sit AS modules in June of Year 12 and will have the opportunity of re-taking units in January of Year 13 if it is deemed necessary.  They will take one A2 module in January of Year 13 in advance of their synoptic coursework in the summer of Year 13.


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

A Level English provides students with the skills to read analytically and with insight. It demands balanced argument and well structured written responses from students. It is particularly appropriate for such careers as advertising, the law, the civil service, publishing and journalism, all forms of management, the police, business and finance and public relations. 

AS/A2 ENGLISH LITERATURE 
Head of Department – Mr P Coals
	Entry Requirements

English Language – Grade B

English Literature – Grade B
	Examination Board

WJEC (2171)

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
The English Literature course is concerned with a detailed analysis of a wide variety of texts. It continues the work begun at GCSE and will appeal to those students who enjoy reading and expressing their opinions on characters, themes and the methods employed by individual writers.  There is emphasis on how writers use language to create meaning.

	Course Content & Assessment

AS students study two post 1900 Poetry texts; one post 1900 Drama text and a prose text written between 1800 and 1945.  They will analyse various extracts from other literary texts and these will be used as a stimulus for creative writing of their own.  They will also produce an explanatory commentary on how and why they have structured their original writing in a particular manner.

There is one examination of 2.5 hours (120 marks) in which students will respond to a poetry and a drama question.  They are permitted to take the texts into the examination. Students also undertake a compulsory unit of coursework (80 marks).

Currently we are studying Carol Ann Duffy and Sheenagh Pugh’s poetry and Kindertransport by Diane Samuels for the examination.  Tess of the D’Urbervilles is taught for coursework and then students select their own partner text for comparative purposes.  The creative writing task will necessitate students selecting their own text to be used as a stimulus for their own writing and analysis.

At A2 students will study a further two units: an examination unit of two drama texts including Shakespeare and a poetry text (pre 1800).   There is also a second coursework unit which demands independent research and learning.  Three texts are studied from different periods and genres.  One text must be prose and one text must be poetry.

The examination unit (120 marks) lasts 2.5 hours and students will study Hamlet, The Revenger’s Tragedy and either William Blake or John Donne’s poetry.  The coursework unit (80 marks) is an assignment of 3000 words and will link the student’s choice of three texts thus enabling the pupils to focus on key aspects of these texts.

Students will sit AS modules in June of Year 12 and will have the opportunity of re-taking units in January of Year 13 if it is deemed necessary.  They will take one A2 module in January of Year 13 in advance of the synoptic coursework in the summer of Year 13.


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
A Level English provides students with the skills to read analytically and with insight. It demands balanced argument and well structured written responses from students. It is particularly appropriate for such careers as advertising, the law, the civil service, publishing and journalism, all forms of management, the police, business and finance and public relations. 

AS/A2 FASHION & TEXTILE DESIGN 
Head of Department – Mrs M James
	Entry Requirements

B grade from either Art, Art Textiles or

Design Technology
	Examination Board

OCR (H164)

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
Throughout the course, students will develop a working knowledge of materials, processes and techniques within textile design.  Students will have the opportunity to work within a fashion context looking at; fashion design drawing; pattern cutting; garment construction and accessories.


	Course Content & Assessment

The AS course comprises two units:

· Coursework portfolio: 60% of the final grade

· Controlled Assignment: 40% of the total AS marks (5 hour practical exam)

The ‘A’ level qualification is made up of the two AS units above plus a further two studied at a higher level.

· Personal investigation: 30% of the total ‘A’ Level marks.  A major project developed from an individual theme/starting point that includes a related personal study (fashion designer/textile artist) that must be between 1000 and 3000 words.

· Controlled Assignment: 20% of the total A Level marks (15hr practical exam)

All coursework units are marked individually and externally moderated.




CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
An extremely broad range of career opportunities exist for students studying art and textile design.  A specialist foundation course in Art and Design can be followed before going onto a degree at university.  Direct entry to fashion design/buying degrees.  Careers in fashion, buying, sales, promotion, shop/window display etc are also widely available.

Costume/Textiles

Fashion Illustration

Fabric Technologist

Colour Forecast

Fashion Journalism

AS/A2 FRENCH 
Head of Department – Mrs I V Bright
	Entry Requirements

French – Grade B
	Examination Board

OCR (H075)

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
Paris hosts over 1,000 congresses annually - and a world record of international congresses.

France is the world’s major tourist destination.(60 millions visit France annually)

French is an important language of high-tech and business in the world. (Second language on the internet.)

French is one of the most widely taught language in the world, second language after English, and a key language for international communication. It is a native language in France, Belgium, Switzerland, Canada and the French Caribbean and an official language in many African and Asian countries.

There are many clichés about French culture. It is the culture of great literature and even better food, of intellectuals and art cinema, of political protest movements and anti-Americanism. Or is it? Join the course to find out…

	Course Content & Assessment

The topic areas for AS are aspects of daily life, communication, Education, Leisure. 

The topic areas for A2 are society, the environment, science and technology, culture.

AS

Unit 1 is the speaking test, with the discussion of an article in the target language and topic discussion. It represents 15% of the marks for A level.

Unit 2 is a written paper, testing the other three skills and with a variety of listening, reading and writing tasks. It represents 70% of the marks for AS (35 % of A level).

During this course you will build on the skills you have already developed in listening, speaking, reading and writing French. Greater emphasis will be put on your independence as a learner as you increase your vocabulary and learn to become a more effective reader and listener, tackling longer magazine and newspaper articles and listening to authentic conversations and broadcasts. 

This is a practical course, taught entirely in French, with regular practice and revision of grammar to give you the structures necessary to express yourself in an increasingly sophisticated manner. Conversation lessons in very small groups or one to one once a week with a native speaker will also help to increase your confidence. 

Many topics studied will already be familiar to you such as daily life, food and drink, travel, transport and holidays, but during the year you will acquire greater knowledge of France and French speaking countries. Enthusiasm about France, its culture and its language are essential! You will be expected to research and present an aspect of France which interests you at the end of the A/S course and to take part in a conversation and justify your opinions. 

A2

Unit 3 is the speaking test, with the discussion of an article in the target language and topic discussion. It represents 15% of the marks for A level.

Unit 4 is a written paper, testing the other three skills, with a variety of tasks involving comprehension and manipulation of language as well as an extended essay. It represents 35% of the marks for A level.

During this course you will study French society in greater depth and talk about recent events in the French speaking world. Topics studied here such as social issues, the environment, law and politics, technological innovations and ethics, require you to develop your summarising and analytical skills while you continue to improve the quality of your written and spoken French. 

Study of a language at A level is an excellent preparation for the challenges of Higher Education and for a great variety of careers such as those in business and in law. 

[image: image1.png]


Students have access to online resources to strengthen their knowledge of grammar as well as their listening and reading comprehension. 

Students get involved in various interactive and exciting activities in the foreign language for example debates which enhance their communication and presentation skills. Such skills are paramount for university and job interviews. 

Work experience in France is offered to students in March. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Language graduates have a vast array of career opportunities open to them, ranging from work with well-known multinational companies to international organisations or charities. There are exciting opportunities - often involving travel abroad- in finance/ banking, sales, manufacturing, community/social services, research/medicine, transport/communication. Invest in the future by studying A level languages.
AS/A2 GEOGRAPHY
Head of Department – Miss C Vanstone
	Entry Requirements

Geography/Humanities – Grade B


	Examination Board

Edexcel (8GE01)

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
Are you curious about the places you see on the news and experience from day to day? 
Do you find yourself asking the following questions?  

If you are interested in our changing world, Geography at A level could be for you.  This combination of looking at how people interact with the physical world means Geography is a popular choice at ‘A’ level, as it combines successfully with both arts and science subjects.  



	Course Content & Assessment

AS UNITS

% of ‘A’ Level

GLOBAL CHALLENGE

The World at Risk & Going Global

30%

GEOGRAPHICAL INVESTIGATIONS

Extreme Weather/ Crowded Coasts & Unequal Places/Rebranding Places

20%

A2 UNITS

% of ‘A’ Level
CONTESTED PLANET

Energy/Water/Biodiversity/Super Powers/Development/Technology

30%

GEOGRAPHICAL RESEARCH

Hazards/Cold Environments/Food/Culture/Pollution/Health

20%

You will be expected to participate in fieldwork activities as part of the course, details of which, including cost, will be confirmed at the start of the year 12 syllabus.




CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Geography provides links to career in a range of areas including travel, tourism, leisure and culture, environment and sustainability, settlement, society, geographical techniques, physical systems, the business world, development and global issues.  

For more details see http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/CareersAndFurtherStudy/Carees+and+progression+with+geography/Careers+and+progression+with+geography.htm
AS/A2 HISTORY 
Head of Department – Miss R North
	Entry Requirements

History – Grade B

English – Grade B
	Examination Board

EDEXCEL (8HI01)

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
Advanced Level History is concerned primarily with fostering and developing skills in handling and analysing information, and with the ability to use information to construct a clear and concise argument. 

Both Higher and Further Educational establishments hold History in high regard as an entry qualification, and employers recognise the value of historical studies as an academic discipline that provides the context for political, social and economic developments.

	Course Content & Assessment

You must be prepared to contribute to lessons, complete independent and group research, culminating in producing Power Point presentations.

ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY (AS)

This is half of the ‘A’ Level course. If you and your teacher agree that it is best for you, you can take the AS Level on its own, or you can decide at the end of the AS to continue to take the full A Level qualification.  Students will sit AS units in June of Year 12 and will have the opportunity of re-taking some units in January of Year 13.

Students study two units – Units 1and 2

Unit 1 (50% of AS Level)  

Students will study two areas:

· Germany Divided and Reunited 1945 -1991 (Mr Caulfield)
· The Collapse of the Liberal State and the Triumph of Fascism in Italy 1896-1943 (Mr Caulfield)
Assessment
Written examination – 1 hour 20 mins.

Candidates will be required to answer two essay questions worth 30 marks, one of each of the two topics studied.  The question will require candidates to present historical explanations and assess their significance in the historical context of events, individuals’ ideas, attitudes/beliefs and the way in which they influenced behaviour and actions.  (Iceberg style question)

Unit 2 (50% AS Level)

Students will study one area of British History in some depth.  The topic area is 

Henry VIII: Authority, Nation and Religion 1509-1540.  (Miss North)

Assessment

Written examination 1 hour 20 mins.

Candidates are required to answer two sourced based questions.  The first question is worth 20 marks and will focus on reaching a judgement by analysis, cross referencing and evaluating source material.  The second question is worth 40 marks and will ask candidates to address an historical view or claim using two sources and their own knowledge – An iceberg question.  A choice of questions will be provided in each topic.

A2 Advanced Level (A2)

Students study two units – Units 3 and 4

Unit 3 (60% of A2)

Students study Protest, Crisis and Rebellion in England 1536-88.  (The Tudors, Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I).

Assessment

Written examination 2 hours

There will be two sections A and B.  Candidates must answer one question on each section, these are essay questions which will require candidates to make a judgement using sources and their own knowledge.

Unit 4 (40% of A2)

This is a coursework module.  An overview is taught in the autumn term, students then research and write their coursework assignments.   Students must study a period of approximately 100 years, the topic is: Medicine in Britain c.1870 – c.1990.

Students will complete an assignment in two parts each part is equally weighted with the allocated marks.  Part A will comprise an enquiry in depth into the short term significance of a key event or individual.  In part B students will set the chosen event in a broader context, exploring the process of change.  The maximum word limit is 4000 words.  Students are advised to write 2000 words on each part.  Students will be expected to use their knowledge and sources.


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Both Higher and Further Educational establishments hold History in high regard as an entry qualification, and employers recognise the value of historical studies as an academic discipline that provides the context for political, social and economic developments.

These are varied. Many prominent lawyers, journalists, TV researchers, politicians and professionals in a wide variety of fields have employed an academic historical training to good effect. Most History graduates progress to vocational and professional qualifications, which include law, the Civil Service, management, teaching, accountancy, banking, journalism, publishing, administration and the heritage industry. 

Do not think that studying History will only prepare you for careers involving History, the skills you develop are as important as the content. The top 100 British companies, the so-called Footsie, have in total 1,011 directors. The most common first degree subjects studied by these directors are Engineering, Science and Maths, Economics, and History. For example the chief executives of ICI and Railtrack read History at University. Please contact Miss North for a leaflet giving more details of career opportunities.
AS/A2 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
Head of Department – Mr I Anderson
	Entry Requirements

ICT – Grade C or equivalent (any ICT based qualification)
There is no requirement to have studied ICT at Key Stage 4
	Examination Board

WJEC (2241)

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
In today’s world, individuals increasingly need technology and information skills that include the ability to gather process and manipulate data.  ICT teaches a range of decision making and analytical skills which are directly transferable to the dynamic business world we live in.



	Course Content & Assessment

The aims of the specification are to encourage candidates to:

(a) 
develop and sustain their own innovation, creativity and ICT capability, to recognise constraints and to produce high quality systems;

(b) 
develop a critical understanding of the influences of the processes and products of ICT activity;

(c) 
apply knowledge, understanding and skills of ICT processes to a range of activities and develop an understanding of commercial practices;

(d) 
use Information and Communication Technology to solve problems;

(e) 
recognise the social, moral, spiritual and cultural values inherent in ICT activity, and develop critical evaluation skills in technical, ethical, economic, environmental, social and cultural contexts;

(f) 
develop as discerning users of ICT able to make informed choices;

(g) 
develop positive attitudes of co-operation and citizenship and work collaboratively.

Year 1

IT1 30% 2 hours 15 minutes Written Paper 80 marks (120 UMS)

A written paper of two sections, A and B, presented in a question and answer booklet. There are no optional questions. Candidates will be required to prepare a spreadsheet on a specific topic, defined by WJEC, in advance of the written paper. 

IT2 20% Internal Assessment 80 marks (80 UMS)

Candidates undertake DTP and multimedia tasks, presenting the outcome for internal

assessment and moderation by WJEC.

Year 2 

IT3 30% 2 hours 30 minutes Written Paper 90 marks (120 UMS)

A written paper of two sections, A and B, presented as a question paper requiring a separate answer booklet. Candidates answer all questions in Section A and one from two in Section B. 

IT4 20 % Internal Assessment 100 marks (80 UMS)

Candidates analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate a solution to a problem of their choice requiring the use of a relational database.  


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
A good grade at A level will enable a wide range of career opportunities. People working in the IT industry have a range of skills. There are 78 specific IT jobs defined in the government-backed skills for the information age. 

Salaries typically start at £11,000, graduates start on approximately £18,000. Pay can rise well above £40,000. It is a career that rewards excellence and talented IT professionals make substantially more than in other industries. IT jobs require specialist skills and as such the A level provides an experience of what the IT sector demands.  The course itself will not directly prepare you for a specialist job in IT. Typical job areas are: 

Company ICT directors 

Project Managers 

Communications and Internet Specialists 

Multimedia Designers 

Computer Game Designers 

Web Design 

Software Engineer 

Business Information Analyst 

Programmer 

Network Engineer 

System Designer 

System Development 

Artificial Intelligence 

Data Modelling management and Architecture 

IT Support
AS/A2 Mathematics & Further Mathematics
Head of Department – Mr J Bourne
	Entry Requirements

Mathematics – Grade A


	Examination Board

Edexcel 

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
The subject is an exciting, challenging and high profile one. More than any other subject Mathematics is flexible and combines and supports well all other AS and A level subjects. 

	Course Content & Assessment

The module options: listed below are the flexible module options on offer. For AS students must study C1 and C2 plus one Application module. For A level students must study C3 and C4 plus an additional Application module. To gain an A* in A level Mathematics students must achieve an aggregate of 90% in their C3 and C4 modules.

Core modules (C1-C4) are Pure Mathematics modules. Application modules are:

 Statistics (S1-S3), Mechanics (M1-M3), Decision Mathematics (D1, D2).

Modules

Content

Pure Mathematics: C1-C4

· Algebraic skills and techniques

· Functions including exponential and logarithmic

· Trigonometry

· Coordinate Geometry

· Calculus: Differentiation and Integration

·  Sequences and Series

Statistics: S1-S3

· Representation of data

· Probability

· Discrete and Continuous distributions

· Sampling and use of statistical tests

Mechanics M1-M3

· Mathematical modelling

· Application of vectors

· Statics and Dynamics

· Centres of Mass

· Work, Energy and Power 

· Energy systems and Simple Harmonic Motion

Decision Mathematics D1,D2

· Algorithms

· Critical Path analysis

· Network flows

· Game theory

· Linear Programming

As much flexibility as possible is offered to students when they choose their Application module.

Further Mathematics (Modules FP1-FP3):

To gain an A level in Further Mathematics students must study six additional modules and for an AS in Further Mathematics an additional three modules.

Further Mathematics extends the ideas covered in Pure (C1-C4). Topics such as: Proof, Complex Numbers, Higher Order Differential Equations, Polar , Vector and Cartesian systems in two dimensions and Vector systems in three dimensions, Hyperbolic Functions, Matrix Algebra and further Numerical methods are studied. In addition students studying Further Mathematics or AS Further Mathematics study additional Statistics, Mechanics and/or Decision Mathematics modules.  




CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
There always has been and always will be a high demand for highly numerate employees.
AS/A2 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Head of Department – Mr M Swannell
	Entry Requirements

Participation in two sports

Science – Grade BB


	Examination Board

OCR (H154)

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
Physical Education continues to be one of the largest growth subjects at A level. The course focuses on all aspects of the performer

· Physically

· Psychologically

· Practically

Each unit of the course is taught by a specialist teacher.

SYLLABUS:  We follow the syllabus offered by the OCR board (H154).
The study of Physical Education is not an easy option.  It is suitable for students of proven sporting ability and interest.  With its emphasis on Human Biology, Anatomy and Physiology a grade BB in GCSE Science is recommended.



	Course Content & Assessment

It is possible for you to take the ‘AS’ level course on its own, or you can decide at the end of the AS course to continue to take the full ‘A’ level qualification.

AS PE

Unit 1 (G451) – ‘An introduction to Physical Education’

· 60% of the total AS PE marks

· 2hr written paper (90marks)

Theory Topics

· Anatomy & Physiology

· Acquiring Movement Skills

· Socio-Cultural Studies

Unit 2 (G452) – ‘Acquiring, developing & evaluating practical skills in Physical Education

· 40% of total AS PE marks

· Practical performance in 2 activities

· Responding to a live performance in one of the practical activities

Physical Education continued …….

A2 PE

Unit G452 – ‘Principles & concepts across different areas of PE’

· 35% of the total A2 PE marks

· 2½hr written paper (105 marks)

Theory Topics

· Historical Studies

· Sports Psychology

· Exercise and sport physiology

Unit 2 (G452) – ‘Acquiring, developing & evaluating practical skills in Physical Education
· 15% of the total A2 PE marks

· Practical performance in 1 chosen activity

· Responding to a live performance in the practical activity chosen




CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
An ‘A’ level in Physical Education is an excellent qualification for students considering a career in Leisure and Recreation, Teaching and Coaching, the Forces, Physiotherapy and other allied medical careers and is accepted by most though not all universities as an ‘A’ level entrance qualification for their degree/HND courses.
AS/A2 PHYSICS 
Head of Department – Mr R Nuttall
	Entry Requirements

Core & Additional Science – Grade B or Physics (separate science) – Grade B

Mathematics – Grade A
	Examination Board

OCR (H158)

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
Are you:
curious about how things work?



keen to solve both theoretical and practical problems?

good at maths?

Do you:
enjoy a challenge?

want to contribute positively to an increasingly technological society?



value keeping your career options open?

Physics is arguably the most exciting and intellectually stimulating of the natural sciences.  It is also the most basic, and underpins other sciences and engineering.  Topics in physics range from the quantum world of subatomic particles to the formation and destiny of the universe.  Between these extremes are the studies of nuclei, atoms and the materials that make up the world in which we live.  In the process of discovery physicists have developed quantum mechanics, relativity, thermodynamics and a detailed knowledge of the forces between particles.  Advances in physics are responsible for many of the benefits of modern society.  For example, semiconductor physics has transformed communication and computational technology, X-rays and nuclear magnetic resonance are indispensable in health care, and lasers are employed in a variety of useful ways from medicine to machinery.  Physics has a continuing, vital role to play in developing alternative energy sources.

The AS course is designed to be a progression from GCSE Science: Double Award, or from GCSE Physics courses.  It is expected that all students starting the course will have obtained grade BB or better in Double Award Science or B in Physics.  The nature of Physics is such that students need to be competent in Mathematics.  It is not necessary to be studying AS level Mathematics (although these students will find themselves at an advantage) but we require students to have obtained grade A or better in GCSE Mathematics.  Students who feel they may struggle with these requirements should discuss this with the Head of Department as special conditions may apply in the light of changes of both GCSE and A level specifications.

Note that students intending to take physics or engineering courses at university will probably need to study A level mathematics.

	Course Content & Assessment

The aims of the A level Physics courses are to encourage candidates to:

· develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for Physics, including developing an interest in further study and careers in Physics;

· appreciate how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of the economy and society

· develop and demonstrate a deeper appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of How science works;
· develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of Physics and how they relate to each other.

The Physics course followed in Year 12 is the OCR Advanced Subsidiary GCE Physics A (Syllabus reference H158).  It is anticipated that many students will continue study into Year 13 where the course will lead to OCR Advanced GCE Physics A (H158); some may complete their study of Physics with certification at AS level at the end of Year 12.

There are three modules in each of the AS and A2 courses.  Two of these three are assessed by examinations; practical skills are assessed internally by means of three tasks, moderated by OCR.  

AS Unit G481: Mechanics

Motion - Physical quantities and units, Scalars and vectors, Kinematics, Linear motion 

Forces in action – Force, Nonlinear motion, Equilibrium, Car safety

Work and energy - Work and conservation of energy, Kinetic and potential energies, Power, Behaviour of springs and materials 

AS Unit G482: Electrons, Waves and Photons

Electric current - 
Resistance - Circuit symbols, E.m.f. and p.d.,Resistance, Resistivity, Power 

DC circuits - Series and parallel circuits, Practical circuits

Waves - Wave motion, Electromagnetic waves, Interference, Stationary waves

Quantum physics - Energy of a photon, The photoelectric effect, Wave-particle duality, Energy levels in atoms

A2 Unit G484: The Newtonian World

Newton’s laws and momentum - Newton’s laws of motion, Collisions 

Circular motion and oscillations - Circular motion, Gravitational Fields, Simple harmonic oscillations 

Thermal Physics - Solid, liquid and gas, Temperature, Thermal properties of materials, Ideal gases

A2 Unit G485: Fields, Particles and Frontiers of Physics

Electric and magnetic fields - Electric fields, Magnetic fields, Electromagnetism 

Capacitors and exponential decay - Capacitors 

Nuclear physics - The nuclear atom, Fundamental particles, Radioactivity, Nuclear fission and fusion 

Medical imaging - X-rays, Diagnostic methods in medicine, Ultrasound 

Modelling the universe - Structure of the universe, The evolution of the universe 




CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Your future matters.  So, if you have an enquiring mind, enjoy a challenge and like solving problems, give yourself the best chance by studying physics - the subject of the future.  From the smallest part of the human body to the great clusters of galaxies, physics helps us understand how our world works.  The applications, like the career opportunities, are infinite.  Employers today actively seek out people who can prove their ability to think logically, understand complex ideas and apply them to the real world.  Whether you want to pursue a career in science, the media, education, business or a host of other fields, physics can help give you the edge.
AS/A2 PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS 
Head of Department – Mrs J Hunt
	Entry Requirements

English – Grade B


	Examination Board

OCR (H172)



	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
Is this the right subject for me?
It will appeal to those of you who have an enthusiasm for thinking and debating some of the biggest questions that face human beings, for example:-

· Why does the universe exist?

· Where do right and wrong come from?

· Is there a God?

· What is the mind?

· Is there life after death?

· How do we know we are not living in “The Matrix”?

I am still not sure ………………

Thinking for yourself and realising there are often more questions than

 answers can be both exciting and alarming, but if you want to develop an 

inquiring mind and challenge basic assumptions we make about life and 

human living then studying Philosophy and Ethics could be for you.



	Course Content & Assessment

· All universities recognise the value of Philosophy and Ethics A level and know that students studying this subject think clearly, construct rational arguments and write good essays!  

· The skills you learn studying Philosophy are often cross-curricular and consequently this A level complements many subject areas including Science, other Social Sciences like Psychology or Sociology and of course Humanities.

· Ethical issues are always in the news, the ethics of warfare, cloning, G.M. Food are some current examples.  This subject explores the issues behind the tabloid headlines and encourages you to become an informed and thinking member of society.

How is it assessed?

AS Level

You will study 2 modules (1 Philosophy & 1 Ethics) and sit 2 exams

A2 Level

You will study 2 modules (1 Philosophy & 1 Ethics) and sit 2 exams



CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Most professions today have an ethical dimension e.g.: Medicine, The Law, Social Work, Journalism/The Media, Business and Finance.  You will gain an insight into the issues before you arrive for your interview!
AS/A2 PSYCHOLOGY 
Head of Department – Mrs N Risdon
	Entry Requirements

English Language – Grade B

A grade B in Science is  preferred
	Examination Board

AQA (1181)

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
The course will give you a broad introduction to the scope and nature of psychology as a science. The five core areas of Psychology are covered along with an understanding of the research methods employed by psychologists.

Psychology is a complex subject. To complete this course successfully you will need to be able to analyse and evaluate issues and ideas and express those ideas in writing.  Due to the scientific nature of the subject an interest in how science works including the testing of ideas and interpretation of evidence is essential.  



	Course Content & Assessment

The specification now focuses on Psychology as a science with the emphasis on applying knowledge and understanding of how science works.

The emphasis of the course is on applying knowledge and understanding rather than just acquiring knowledge, thereby developing students’ transferable skills of analysis, evaluation and critical thinking. There is a large scientific component to the course which will promote students’ skills in solving scientific problems and students will come to understand how scientists investigate phenomena in their attempts to explain the world about us. 

AS

The AS course consists of two equally weighted units, each assessed by a one and a half hour examination.  

Unit 1 - Cognitive Psychology, Developmental Psychology and Research Methods

Questions include short answer, stimulus material and one 12 mark question requiring extended writing. Subject content includes:

· Models of memory, memory in everyday life.

· Attachment, attachment in everyday life.

· Research methods and techniques, investigation design, data analysis and presentation. 

Psychology Continued …………….

Unit 2 - Biological Psychology, Social Psychology and Individual Differences
Questions include short answer, stimulus material and one or more 12 mark question requiring extended writing

· Stress as a bodily response, stress in everyday life.

· Social influence, social influence in everyday life.

· Defining and explaining psychological abnormality, treating abnormality.

· Research methods associated with these areas of psychology.

A2

Students may build on the AS units to gain an A level by completing the following units

Unit 3 - Topics in Psychology (1 hour 30 min examination)

Three essay-style questions on the following topics:

a) Relationships

b) Aggression

c) Eating behaviour

Unit 4


Psychopathology, Psychology in Action and Research methods (2 hour examination) 

Three sections:  

Psychopathology: One essay question on schizophrenia or covering the clinical characteristics, explanations and treatment of the disorder. 

Psychology in Action: One question on media psychology

Research Methods: One compulsory structured question on the application of scientific method in psychology, designing psychological investigations, data analysis and reporting on investigations.




CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
As well as its obvious application for people wishing to go on to study medicine it applies to any career where an understanding of people is important, such as social work, teaching, law and politics.

AS/A2 SOCIOLOGY 
Head of Department – Mr J Maloney
	Entry Requirements

School Entry Requirement

English Language – grade B is preferred

	Examination Board

AQA (1191)

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
Sociology is the study of the actions and interactions of people in groups.  It is a fascinating subject as it looks at those issues which impact directly and indirectly on our lives.

Consider these issues

· For every woman in prison there are 24 men

· 75% of divorce petitions are from females

· People from middle class backgrounds live longer (on average) than those from working class backgrounds

To do sociology you need to be interested in such issues and have a desire to go beyond ‘common sense’ explanations.  As a social science, sociology adopts rigorous methods of research and applies them to human behaviour.



	Course Content & Assessment

At AS we study 3 topic areas: The Family, Education & Sociological Methods

These topics are examined in two papers.
At A2 we study: Religion & Belief Systems, Crime and Deviance & Sociology Theory and Methods

These topics are examined in two papers.



CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
The study of sociology and the skills it encourages are useful in a variety of careers including those more directly connected with “social” studies such as teaching and social work but also careers such as health care, journalism and the media, the law, business management, personnel and public relations, the Police and the Armed Services.

For those not thinking of careers in these areas, sociology is a useful AS subject in that it complements many other subjects.  

AS/A2 SPANISH 
Head of Department – M J Garner
	Entry Requirements

Spanish – Grade B
	Examination Board

OCR (H077)

	Introduction/General Advice and Requirements
Did you know?

· A-Level Spanish is extremely highly regarded by universities, regardless of the course students choose

· Knowledge of another language can prove to be a tie-breaker when two equally good candidates are considered for a job 

· Approximately 270 million people speak Spanish worldwide

· Spanish is second only to English in terms of geographical distribution

· A recent report has shown that more than a third of employers specifically recruit people for their language skills

Given the immense value of Spanish both in Europe and America, and the fact that language graduates are among the highest earners three to four years after university, Spanish A-Level is the perfect complement to any other subject. It offers an excellent opportunity for students to improve their employability and develop towards fluency in a language which will also allow for accelerated learning of French, Italian, Portuguese and Romanian.  



	Course Content & Assessment

The Spanish AS/A2 syllabus has been designed to give students balanced but immersive exposure to the language and culture. It is a dynamic and modern course which exploits the latest technology and multimedia, enabling students to discuss up to the minute contemporary social issues, current affairs, the media and the arts. 

As well as honing their language skills, students who take Spanish will:

1) develop analytical and discursive skills vital to any career

2) build confidence in presenting orally through regular speaking sessions in groups and with our native Spanish assistant, Señora Pugh

3) widen their understanding of the world by investigating issues of global importance through Hispanic eyes

4) improve their strategies for assimilating information by rote, giving them an excellent advantage as they prepare for Higher Education




Spanish Continued ………….

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Studying A-Level Spanish will not only give students a firm grounding in one of the world’s most important languages, but could also be the key to accessing a huge range of jobs across several continents. Language graduates often go on to develop exciting careers in areas such as:

· International relations 

· Media and journalism 

· The civil service and international agencies and embassies

· International law

· Interpreting and translating

· International business management

· The armed forces

The importance of languages cannot be downplayed in the current climate of extreme competition for university places and jobs. Furthermore, the traditional lack of interest in languages in the UK means that there is now far less competition for jobs requiring knowledge of foreign languages. 

AQA BACCALAUREATE

Students are also invited to apply to complete the AQA Bacc.  This is an umbrella qualification which is innovative, flexible and interactive.   It has four sections:

1. Depth study = 3 A levels (we ask students to study a fourth AS level in Year 12)
2. Breadth:  AS General Studies or AS Critical thinking
3. Personal development:  Enrichment Activity – Students need to complete at least 100 hours from a combination of at least 2 of the 3 core areas: 


· Community Participation e.g. voluntary work

· Work Related Learning e.g. work experience or paid work

· Personal Development Activity e.g. Duke of Edinburgh 

4. Independent Learning:  Extended Project 

i. This can be a dissertation (5,000 words), or (plus write up) a design, a report, an artefact, or, a performance.

ii. Students cannot use A level coursework.

iii. The time commitment is equivalent to approx. half the size of an A level study programme (graded A*-E).

The AQA Bacc enables students to demonstrate that they possess the suite of qualifications, skills and qualities that will differentiate them from others when applying for university and employment.   For additional information see:    http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/bacc.php 

Students who wish to be considered for the AQA Bacc need to complete the relevant section of the application/subject preference form indicating which two of the three core enrichment activities you would prefer.  
PRE DRIVER COURSE SUMMARY

Company:
  1st Class Diving School (01803 666330, 07974 965713)
A five-week course

Two hours tuition per week
Please note there will be a fee payable for this course (approx. £58)
· One hour with a qualified driving instructor in a car off road.  This will be in a dual

    control car and no licence is required.

· One hour in a classroom covering theory with Instructors, AA Officers and Local

    Authority and Police Road Safety Officers.

The following topics are covered:

· Documentation (an explanation of forms new drivers have to complete)

· Accident analysis (how accidents happen and how they can be avoided)

· Impairment (alcohol, drugs etc)

· Practical motoring (advice for car owners)

· Post accident procedure (first aid and life saving actions to reduce the effect of an
    accident)

· Preparation for the written driving test.
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