29th June 2010

Dear Parent
You may be aware that the new coalition government has drafted an Education Act and an Academies Act. They are both set to become law before September and they could have a significant impact on educational provision in England.

All schools judged to be outstanding have been contacted by the DfE and asked to register an interest in becoming an Academy. Churston Ferrers has registered an interest and we have been provided with a contact at the Department for Education. The Governing Body met on the 22nd June and took the following decisions: 

1. We will pursue our interest in becoming an Academy. This will include seeking legal advice, working with local schools and South West Academy Trust (SWAT) partners, attending relevant information events and providing an opportunity for staff and parents to contribute their views.
2. We will encourage parents and staff to contribute to the consultation process. Contributions can be made via email to secretary@churston.torbay.sch.uk marked ‘Academy’ (we will endeavour to respond to any questions). Parents and staff can also attend an Open Meeting held in the Hall at 7.00pm on Tuesday 7th September 2010. The consultation period will close on Friday 10th September. The final decision will be made by the Governing Body on Tuesday 14th September 2010.
3. We will not attempt to meet the deadline (30th June) given if schools wish to open as an Academy on 1st September 2010. 

4. Following feedback from our Publication of Legal Notice to join the South West Academic Trust we will commit to joining the SWAT. However, given that any school currently in the SWAT will have to transfer their land out of the Trust before they become an Academy, we will not transfer our land at this stage.
I cannot possibly provide all the details or all the answers to the questions being raised about Academy Status (it should be noted that the government and best legal minds cannot provide them either!). However, we have made available any relevant resources we have at present on the Website. These can be found in the parents section titled Academy Status. Please be aware that some of the information has been provided by the government, who are ideologically committed to the process, and some has been provided by teaching unions and Local Authorities who are ideologically opposed to the process. You may also find the DfE website useful (www.education.gov.uk).

The final decision regarding Academy Status will be made by the Governing Body on the 14th September. Whatever decision is taken by the Governing Body, rest assured it will be taken with the best interests of students, staff, parents and the wider community at heart. 
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       Robert Owers                                                                       Anne Tully  
       Headteacher                                                                          Chair of Governors

