3rd September 2010

Dear Parent / Guardian,

Welcome back to the new school year and an especially warm welcome to those in Year 7 and Year 12 who are new to the school. 
Academic success
You will be pleased to learn that Year 13 set a new school record of 74% A*/B and almost all of the students gained a place at their chosen university. Not to be out-done, Year 11 also set a new record of 64% A*/A at GCSE.  Students in Year 10 also achieved a stunning set of module results. Our congratulations go to all the students who received examination results.

Trust School Status

In June this year the Governing Body agreed to join the South West Academic Trust. The SWAT aims to share good practice between the leading selective schools in the South West and Exeter University (see www.southwestacademictrust.org). Full membership of the SWAT has been delayed by the need to consider Academy Status (both Trust Status and Academy Status require the school to place their land in a trust).
Academy Status
The Governing Body met in June and decided to delay their decision regarding Academy Status until 14th September. There were several reasons for this, one being that we wanted to consult with parents about such an important decision. Parents were given access to information about Academy Status and were asked to email the school (secretary@churston.torbay.sch.uk  headed Academy Status) if they had any questions or concerns. We also set a date for an Open Meeting and this takes place at 7pm on the 7th September in the Hall. If you have any questions, concerns or opinions about Academy Status then please join us next Tuesday.
Reporting to parents
Last year Mr Webber consulted with a group of parents and staff about reports. In response to this consultation we have made some changes to the way we report to parents. Students in Year 11 and Year 13 will receive one Interim Report and one Full Report as before. However students in other year groups will receive an enhanced Interim Report each term. The final Interim Report in the summer term will also include an extended report from their tutor. 
One-way traffic system

A reminder that we encourage parents to follow the one-way traffic system when dropping off in the morning and picking up in the afternoon. Details of the system can be found on the website (www.churstongrammar.com). 
Engagement with enrichment activities
Churston has a full range of extra-curricular and enrichment activities and we believe that involvement in these activities is an essential part of a fully rounded education. Last year almost 80% of students engaged with a least one of the activities on offer (outside of Activities Week). This year we hope that all Churston students will engage in at least one of the many activities available. 
Parents’ Association
The Parents’ Association have raised almost £10,000 in the last couple of years and this has provided many additional and much needed resources (extension to the Sixth Form, Hall curtains, video-conferencing equipment). The Parents’ Association are holding their Annual General Meeting at 7pm on the 22nd September at the school and they would welcome any new members to help support the excellent work they do to support the students in school. Contact details can be found on the school’s website.
Last year was an extremely successful year and we do not under-estimate the role played by parents in the success of students at Churston. We hope that you will continue to support the school in the year ahead.
Yours sincerely
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Robert Owers

Headteacher
