September 2009
Dear Parents/Carers
We seek to give our students as rich an education as possible.  Your child will have opportunities to participate in a variety of activities during their time at Churston, including educational visits, work experience and residential weeks.

We propose to give all Year 7 students a residential experience toward the end of the academic year.  We are offering a choice of two trips this year and the details are set out below.
A limited period away from home creates educational opportunities which are fundamentally different from those available within the confines of one day.  The active role of the student within the learning process is a key element.  By involvement in first hand experiences in which a sense of personal success is felt, self-esteem and self-confidence are likely to grow.  Shared residential experience also leads individuals to take greater responsibility for their personal behaviour and increases trust between those who take part.  New friendships are forged and students progress to Year 8 with renewed enthusiasm and with a greater appreciation of their talents and abilities.
The vast majority of Year 7 pupils have benefited from this kind of experience for the past fifteen years.

All County recommended safety procedures for such visits are observed by the school.

1.
Adventure International, Bude, Cornwall.

Dates:
Sunday July 11th   until Friday July 16th 2010 inclusive.


Cost: £305.
Adventure International is a multi-activity centre that has been running for the last 28 years.  Set in the heart of Bude, a small town on the north coast of Cornwall, the centre overlooks some of Britain’s most spectacular and rugged coastline. The Centre was originally the Grenville Hotel, built in 1909.  Its refurbishment and conversion to a multi-activity centre has given a new lease of life to one of Bude’s most historic and prominent buildings.

Our students will be accommodated in dormitories that sleep from 6 to 10 people and there is hanging and storage space available as well as a drying room. All rooms have been recently decorated and most have en-suite facilities. There is a large dining room and the food served is plentiful and of very good quality. There is also a good games room equipped with a dance machine, a table tennis table, pool tables and a tuck shop. There is also a large Astroturf area outside.

The centre is ideally positioned and overlooks the sea, river, and canal. There is an impressive 140 foot abseil only a short way along the cliffs and virtually all of the activities take place either on site or a short walk away. Activities include climbing, Canadian canoeing, abseiling, surfing, body boarding, kayaking, mountain biking, high ropes, caving, mountain boarding, team trail and dragon boating.

There up to 85 places available for the Bude residential and this includes full board accommodation, travel and a full programme of activities with qualified instructors. If the maximum number of places are not taken, there may be an adjustment in the price.
An initial deposit of £80 is required by Tuesday October 6th 2009. This early deposit entitles us to a discount on the full price.  Places will be allocated on a ‘first come first served’ basis.  A record of payments will be kept in student planners.  We need the remaining balance to be paid in three instalments:

Friday November 20th - £75
Friday February 5th - £75
Friday May 14th - £75
You may pay the full amount on any of the above dates if you wish. Cheques should be made payable to “Churston Ferrers Grammar School”.   All parental contributions for these activities are voluntary but, of course, if there are insufficient funds to cover the costs, the residential week will not be able to take place.
2.
Active Training and Education, Woodcroft Centre,
        Chepstow, Monmouthshire

Dates:
Monday July 12th to Friday July 16th 2010 inclusive.


Cost: £161.00
The Woodcroft Centre is a pleasant 19th Century country house set in 3 acres of wooded grounds close to the town of Chepstow in Monmouthshire.
The week will be run by an organisation called ATE (Active Training and Education), a non profit making educational trust that organises activity weeks for young people.
The programme on offer is extremely varied, including games and sports, team problem solving activities and a range of new experiences that no other residential centre seems to match. There are excellent facilities.  The main house has two cosily furnished rooms with a large games and stage area upstairs.

Having escorted Churston students to the Woodcroft Centre previously, I know that our students really relax into working with others outside their existing friendship groups as they participate in small group games, bigger games involving problem-solving and team-building and at times simply having fun around the site.  A varied and exciting experience like no other makes this week excellent value for money.

Pupils will be accompanied and supervised by teaching staff from Churston and qualified instructors at the centre.

Students will need to provide a sleeping bag and pillowcase for the week.
There are up to 40 places available for the visit, if the maximum number of places are not taken, there may be an adjustment in the above price.
The cost of this residential experience includes full board, travel and an excursion into Chepstow.  An initial deposit of £50 is required on or before Tuesday October 6th 2009. The early deposit entitles us to a discount on the full price. Places will be allocated on a ‘first come first served’ basis.  A record of payments will be kept in student planners. We need the remaining balance to be paid in three instalments. Please complete and return the reply slip attached with the deposit.  
Friday November 20th - £41
Friday February 5th - £35
Friday May 14th - £35
The voluntary donation required to cover the costs of the trips is £305.00 – Bude and

£161.00 - Chepstow.  If we are unable to cover these costs the trip will not run.  However individual circumstances will be considered where there are difficulties.  The final date for trip deposits and paperwork is the 6th October.
Payment Details

The preferred option for payment is on-line using your personal Parentpay account.  If you have mislaid your unique activation code, please contact the Finance Office and a replacement will be emailed to you.  Please see below if paying by cheque.

· Please ensure that details of payments and trip title are entered in your child’s Planner on the Pupil Receipt Card page.

· Payments by cheque would be appreciated (not cash), payable to Churston Ferrers Grammar School.  Please write your child’s name and year group on the back of the cheque.

· Cheques and Planners should be taken to the Finance Office which is open daily between 8.20am – 8.50am.

· Please return the reply slip below and the attached SOE3 form. The generic SOE3 form we currently hold does NOT cover residential trips.
You may pay the full amount on any of the above dates if you wish. Cheques should be made payable to “Churston Ferrers Grammar School”
Please contact Mr R Owers (Headteacher) if there are any financial concerns.  For any other queries please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Wakeham at Student Services.
Yours sincerely
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B King
Head of Year 7
Churston Ferrers Grammar School

REPLY SLIP

Disclaimer and Consent Form

We have costed this trip fairly to the best of our knowledge.  In the unlikely event there should be funds remaining after all the expenses have been met, the following will be put into action:

1. Refunds less than £5 per person will not be refunded.

2. Refunds more than £5 per person will be re-paid to the students who have paid the full price of the trip.

Churston Ferrers Grammar School

 REPLY SLIP
YEAR 7 RESIDENTIAL WEEK – JULY 2010
Pupil’s Name ……………………………………………………..
Form ………………………

I would like my son/daughter to participate in the residential experience 


at Woodcroft Centre.

             (   
I enclose an initial deposit of £50.
OR


at Adventure International, Bude

(
 I enclose an initial deposit of £80.
(Please tick appropriate box)

Signed …………………………………………………………………….  Date ……………………

Parent/Guardian

ALL SLIPS MUST BE RETURNED WITH APPROPRIATE DEPOSIT 

BY TUESDAY OCTOBER 6th  2009
